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i;aB, O’Connell, etc.—freedom for the dominant’class in Irish 
society. Wolf© Ton© and Emmet—these Protestant Irishmen 
resurrected the old Gaelic tradition froni the oblivion in 
which the snobbery of a foreign-edncated Catholic miaaie 
class had thrnst it, and showed it to tne working ana 
peasant classes.for what it really was—a thing of grand and 
lofty simplicity. These two men aimed at a two-fold revoln- 
tioh—a political revolntion, the driving from drish sod ot 
the last remnant of foreign domination—a social revplntaon,

.1 system in place 
Bo I nnderiStandof-the imported private property system. ^ 

the reverend author' to ^ay that Snm Fein aims -at nne same
p ' ' ^ . ___ ^

I 3nd again (page 2); To-day our flag is the RepnbHcam 
green, white and gold—the flag of Easter Week, oonsecratea 
to Ireiaiid in the blood of Pears© and his comrades.

But Cigain I challenge—-the ideals ofbinnnice sentence, ^
Fein are snot the ideals of the Proclamation oi tn©^ irisp,
^'T^ain (page 4): “We shall'set up the Irish .(Sovernjnent.

. . and thirdly, to^ make the is'sn^plmn^ and
an Irishman no__ _ ....w choic^. except to^back the Iri^b Government
or else take his stand'on the side of Dublin Castle.

By the way, who are we?
In 1782-180P we had in Ireland a so-calW free “naW' 

Parliament and wo had a Viceroy and Dublin Castle, xet, 
during that time, Wolfe Tone, and the UniM Inshmen 
revolted agam.st both Irish Parliament and Dublin 
submit that an Irishman of the present day who 
choice and refused allegiance to either Dublin Ca^le OT 
Sinn Fein, would lie a' fai’ more patriotic Irishman . 
any mere Sinn Feiner. What doo.s jiather

“The Irish Government will have the same right to co^
mand the support ofrthe Irish people as 
and Government have to command the support /P _ , 
rian neoplo.” (Pago 5.) am in entire avrecniont. in» gian ^reopiif...... risht—namely, tha
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meEt .since first Jrisli priests yr&TQ <?!dueat64-on th<j Oonti-* 
iieEt' during the Penal Udays. Plie OhnrdijP in this sense 
was always worldly ^wise*^siK’cess and snocess abne wa^ 
standard b3’wkich it-measured movements. “

. A Catholic Sc^ialist. Party ■ .or a Catholic Sdcial Eeform 
iParty/says Father Gaytior, But why a ‘‘ OathoHo ’’ Party? 
“ The workmen have the keenest and; most direct interest 
in -sckdal rei’orm/^, and are all the warkmen and working 
women and children in Ireland Catholics ? And if they are 
not, what place does Father Baynor assign the noUrGathollcs ? 
And if wo must have a Oathdli-c Socialist Party,- why not also 
a Catholic Sinn Fein Party, a Catholic Gaelic Ijeaguh, a 
Catholic V-^jliinteer Force, a- Oatliolic Gaelic Athletic Asso
ciation, a OathoHc Farmers’ Association, a Catholic Indus- 

’ trial A&iiociation, a Catholic .Department o Food Supply, 
and, might I suggest it, also, a Catholic League for Raimeislip 
By the way, did .not certain people.hhout ten years' ago make 
an attempt to start a Catholic Gaelic^League, and was not 
the object of this to make the Gaelic League do just -what 
Catholic clerics wdshed.^ And would not a Catholic S^ialist 

.Party be about as effective-for any real good as was the 
Pope’s brass band; and is not this the real reason why 
many good .people are anxious nt present to start a Catiolie 
Socialist League?

Sure, W'e have a Catholic Social League, in COrkr-saye th.e 
mark! Its immxdilete are pubiished.by Purcdll and 
one of the lour Cork firms -whreh fought, and got Wejl 
whacked hy^ihe Cork girl strikers before Xmas'. Purcell and 

■ Co. were paying the, majority of their girl workers from 4 to 
10 shillings a week. .Does Father Gaynor still feel suiprised 
that extreme Socialism is gaining ground in Ireland? ’

‘‘ The farmers of Deland deseiwe well of thei.v count;^—■ 
they have borne tbe brimt of the battle, for many welry 
years.” (Page 9.) Really! There are some who think that 
-the workers of Ireland deserve weli of their country and 
that it is they who have always ^ paid the pipei’,” no matter 
who .“'called the tune.’’. What is your own dpuiion,- workers 
of Ireland? •

“ Our choice, s mad . Before us 'lie the rugged mounta ns. 
Be onr fortune weal o woe, 130 our journey short or long, be 
our vision fact-or dream, oiti^ .way dies over the mountain 
road to hail the Republic in the goldeh dawn.”
• ■ Well, for a grand finale, that is superb.

-2^’ as anar-ch to ,hail the
Iv orkers Industrial Republic in the dawn, I'pen-d the message 
01 their dead comrade--Jame.s Connolly • ’

’TLs X./abour’s fkth and Labour’s 
free.’^' ■

so

3

(Page 12.)

arm alone can Labdtir
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righi of force. I havo no doubt Father Gaynor is very sim 
. But I w )uld strongly adwi.se him to sj>udy the, ques

tion of the origin of “ states’!,and “ governments,” whm 
‘ he may possibly discovery that “ government” is an euphem 
istlc'way of saying the'””“ amed force of the imling class.” ’

” For this ohject (i.e., promotion of health and'happiness 
we also reciulro a Department of Bocial .Reform. The .work
men Iiave the keenest, and most direct interest in social 
rofonn: thoreforo, I’should like to see Lal/our organised as 
a socktl reform party. In other woids, the Bepartraent of 
Bocial .Reform I contemplate is organised Labour. The three 

* great femes in Irish life io-day are tlie Catholic Church, 
8itm Fein and Labour. .
danger of a conflict between, iSinn Fein and Labour.
HocMist theoiies wMoh repudiate nationalism, are unpopular 
v/Ith the Irish worker. StilL Socialism is gaming ground, 
even in Ireland, and a Bociatist Labour Party might easily 
bw^k with the Church, Therefore in the interests of re
ligion, of Labour and of Ireland, a Catholic Socialist Party is^ 
urgently needed.” Pages 8 and 9.^ j *.

I wonder dies the r.everend author know the differenc^ be- 
■■ tween a Social Reform Party and‘a Socialist Party. lb jhdge 

from the way -ho mines the two terms, I riiould'say he 3oes - 
not. Still, he has time to learn, . - t

Agiin, X w'onder is that a slij)—that he admits the w-ork- 
ing man -has “ the keenest and most direct interest in social 
reibrm,” but insists that he must ■have a, definite kind of 
Social reform., I wonder.

Will the rewerend author point to any item in the Sinn 
Fein programme which can induce an educated Labour 
movement t-o sui>port it?

What exactly does th%t mean 
wMch repudiate nationalism ?’
.<lor.

. Neither is there seriou.s
The

' 0

the Socialist theories 
Again, I am driven to won-

Ye.s, i)oMali.sm as gaining ground in Ireland despite'all that 
reaotzomme£fc=r-Rep^^^ as wvell us JmperialisL-^an do to 
prevent it. The reverend author does not 'seem to be enthusi
astic over the pfosp&et. But will he deny that the policy of 
Sinn Fein i.s utterly powerlcsr to cope with the problems 
which Socialism alone—extreme Socialism, not any of your 
drawing-room stuff-—is capable of ..-solving?

^ What- does Father .Gaynor mean by the “ Church?” If he 
means the C’atholic religion—tlien, I challenge Mm to point 
out where the.danger of a break between a Socialist Labour' 
Party and the Church lies. But if ho means the Catholic 
hierarehy and pnestliood-—then I admit that there is not 
alone danger, but the certainty, of a crash. But them the 

. h^wmlist Letbour Party would be in good company. ' The^ 
Ouirch, in. this sense, has opposed every real live mo'^e-

’ a

•m

u, r*
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- CORRESPONDENCE. There’is no- doubt, however, that when 
we know a little m-o-ro of'the future poHti*. 
oal conditions of the country some amend
ment of .the l.;abour Party constitution 
will become necessary. It may be tliat it 
will be found desirable to affiliate other 
organisations thaii Trade Unions having ' 

. a definite democratic basis and -outlook, 
through which individuals of tlie ptofest 

^ -sional and literary classes -may.And a 
place in the Labour Party. Rohm must 
also be made for the women, few of whdrii 
are eligible for Membership through Trade 
unions. }^t in the meantime there is 
really nothing to prevent any ardent sym- 
patiiiser ' joining tiie- organi.sation. The 
Transport Union,-for instance,'is a gen- 
oral workm»s’ Union,, and so far as I know 
places no barrier against membership be
cause, of social standing I Where there’s 
a will there’s a way.-—Yburs fraternalljt,

T{i6_ Working class is the lioducer of‘ all 
Wealth, even pf the higher wages. Let 
us see how- it is done. First,.the railway 
workers get a -rise. Tiie rest o.f the 
workers pay the companies increased fares

Bo with coals and boots. 
When the miners and the bootmakers 
secure an^ advance, the owners of, these 
industries use the trifling increase of 
wages as an excuse for a whopping rise 
m prices. • To put an end to this robbery 
and .exploitation, it is necessary to- get .rid 
or the thieves who own and contr-o'-l indus-*

T-i'-r?!? pm't, I have beo.n a member 
of the I.WLW. since-its form-ation in Lon
don five yea.ns ago. The I.WLW. organises 
w.e workers along' ,the lines, of • modern 
mdiistry, all workers in One .Big t nion, 
but each section ircgulating its own indus* 
.try By organising thus we shall elimi
nate the parasites, whether politiciyin 
eapitalisf or labour lakir.

Journalists May Join The 
Transport Union.

The Editor “Irish Opinion.”
Sir,“""Your correspondent, V/.B-W., 

asks if .the Irish liubour Party .constitu
tion cminot be altered -.so a's to make' room 
for the .non-Trado Unionist’ who is sym- 
pathotio with its aims and methods ?

. Perhaps I may be allowed to reply.
The recently published scheme was not 

an amendment of th'e c-onstitution, it 
was merely a plan toi organise- the active 
sui>i>c)rtors within the bounds of the exist
ing consti-bution. It is not an attempt to ' 

' copy th<3 revriod constitution of tiie Brb 
, Usn Labour Party, having been passed 

Ipm; ago as June la.st. There is a good 
deal to be saul in favour of enlarging ilgi 
bounds so as to allow the “ intelHgensia ” 
the freedom of the Labour Party. But 
the number of such who' cannot find a wa'y 
through a aVade Union is small and the 
jcdimace of Ireland a,.ssists growth of 
jOphtical wme-puilersi : '

u '

as

i»
1 am a l^ndon Scot, and am glad t-oji- ’ • 

support Irish- Opinion’’ because ita ^ 
columns are free and

. London, 21st January, 1918,
(To the Editor, Irish Opinion.”) 

rk Sir,--Of course, we mirst have tlie 
u.B.u. for-trade unionism is a failure^

open.
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To undersband tlie cause of tliis solici
tude one has only to refer to the pro
nouncements of the Bolsheviks. In the 
latest-^declaration fropi the Iiiiornational 
Bureau of the Council. of Workmen’s, 

.Soldiers’ and Peasants’ Deputie-s there is 
nothing to comfort the ^4scendancy soul 
of,the “Church of Ireland Gazette,” hut 
much .that will apioeal to every Irish- de
mocrat and ^Nationalist. “The Hussian 
working classes are not striving for a re- 
piiblio of the type of the Aineriican trust 
magnates or of the French Stock Fx- 

• change sharks.” And more imintedly in 
explanation of the current press cribi- 
cisms:' “It,is not only the Bussian bour
geoisie that protests ag-ainst this imper- . 
tineht intrusion of . the ‘ Workiheii Bar
barians^’into the holy of Jiolies of Capi
tal—into the-Temple of-profit. l^OUIt 
BOimGEClBIF ^LSO FFIBS TH& 
BLOW.” Need' we be surprised at. the. 
zeal of our lx)urgeois new’spapers for the 
religious and morall^eifare of those whom 
they allow to rot in. slums,- ivithout ’a 
protest? Finally, there is a i>assage 
\Vhiclr, in vieiv of the Ukrainian peace, 
ma>y help us to foresee the turn of events 
ill the near future:—''Tour Governments 
abuse us by stating.that we are bent on 
concluding a separate peace. Hypocrites!' 
It depends on them alone whether a gene
ral peace is declared or hot. They ac-, 
cuse us of leaving 'Alsace-Lorraine in 
Prussian hands, and of not giving Lee- 
dom to the. South Slavic people. 
let them com©’along to tlM3 peace tubie 
with the festal presenli of a free Ireland, 
Egypt, India, Morocco and Indo-Ohina, 
of the tortured Congo, and no Kaiser 
William, no Hihdenburg, and .no Luden- 
dorf 'v^ould ever dare to crack the whip 
over the , hacks of the Alsatians, the 
Poles, or the Serbians. . . . Just as Rus
sians are ready to defend with the last 
drop of’ blood the Russia of the -Socialist 
Revolution, should German . Imperialism 
refuse an dioiiouraule peace, so will they 
conclude a separate peace if Germany 
guarantees the security of democracy, a 
general peace then being made impos
sible by the obstinacy of the English, 
French and italiaiLimperialists.”

Tho i^iter-A-llied Council’s N-mc, aftel"' 
the Yersaiiles conference, is regarded in. 
Franco aA a dofinit© ohallengo to orp;a- 
iiised Labour, .and is interpreted, as bein.^ 
sufficiently imperialistic, and aggressiT)|||i 
to warrant a .refusal on- the part of th«p. 
S-ocialist deputies to vote the war cre
dits. The Minority Socialists are already 
satisfied that the refusal ■ would be justi
fied, and- the otuestion will- be considerel 
by the Party as a wdiole, when the Na
tional Council meets‘on the 17th of this ' . 

Meanwhile all the Socialists and ■month.
a few Radicals have voted, against the 
Bill authorising ' a ' grant of some 
1616,000,000 to pay interest -on the Freiuffi 
loans to Russia-, w-'hich the Bolsheviks 
have repudiated. This is the h'rcnch 
counterpart of' the transaction referred ■ 
to -here last week, when wc jpentioned 
that the British Government had made ^ 
itself responsible to the speculators^ in 
Tsarist loans. Klotz, the French Alinis- 
ter of Finance, made' an impassioned a.nd 
heroic plea for-the sacred obligations in
curred by the Nichblas-Raspiitin com- 

• bination, which the “ honour” \of France 
demanded should be safeguarded. ^ Mhen 
logns are involved, it appears, “ the_ hp 
terekt of. Prance is that the ties whici;

I. I ' - *T_ * _/_ _1_ ^ 11 *1* l*k ■ *

but the Mimster of Finance has^ no suet., 
feeling-when it comes to greeting ^the 
birth of. democracy fin Russia. When 
challenged as to the necessity lor paying 
interest out of the French taxpayer’s 
monej^ to speculators, Klotz majestically 
declared: “I -am defending'the cause of 
France before this House.” So now we 
have it on official authority that the in
terests of French financiers are synony-

Tet,inous with “'the cause of France.” 
one member w^as unkind enough to re
mind Mr, Klo-tz that “ the policy of Rus
sian loans had been disastrous to the iws 
terests of France.” He ao^used the Gov
ernment of trying 'to make the people 
pay “ah insurance premium against the 
responsibility.” of the blunders arising 
from th.€: Franeo-Russia.u allianoot

of Ireland Gazette,” the voice hf-anti- 
Irish Protestantism, is peculiarly fitted 
for this sudd.en display of tender consi
deration for the-faith and morals of Irish 
Nationalists!

The Next BolsheviH Move.

. ^
Makmg th® Worltf U nsafe for Bolshevism.

Tlie countless and varied enemies of 
Bolshevism wall doubtless welcome this 
Tcbufi: to Trotsky and Lenin, vSecretly, 
at least, they will bless the “separate 
peace” hitherto anathematised, and only 
when it is? too late—^as usual—will they 
realise what their bungling hatred of de
mocracy in action has cost them. ■ On 
the other hand- if the word goes forth 
that the Ukrainians must be disowned,

, then we may expect the press to disco 
ver the virtues of the Bolsheviks. But 
such a somersault ivill he difficult, since 
the unanimous efforts of reaction have 
been steadily directed against the Uol- 
sheviks. Much .as they dislilie a separate 
peace, the virtuosi of liberty hate Bol
shevism even more, for there they re
cognise the'consciousTorces of that'free
dom which has been so skilfully camou
flaged by its professional gladiators. It 
is toucliing, for example, to observe the 
joint indignation of the “Freeman’s Jour-' 
iial” 4i.nd the!'.Church of Ireland Gazette” 
when they warn us against the irreligion 

.. of' the Bolsheviks. Whatever else Sinn, 
Feiii may be accused of, atheism or anti- 
clerica-lism is not one of it.s character
istics, .Yet, these estimable _ organs of 

■ two vhry; dilferent sections of Irish opi- 
I nion endeavour to^ .identify‘Sinn Feiners 

and Bolsheviks as the enemies of Chris
tianity» They hope to add . to the dis
credit .'of both by this puerile distortion 
of half-ascertained - facts.* .The Church#

NOTE
try referred ■to in the patrioi^c song i^, 
America, where the following blow for- 
liberty has been recorded, by “The Chris
tian Commonwealth”Rev. ^ Robert 
Whittaker, of the People? s lns’titute, Los 
Angeles, California, has just been .sen
tenced, ^itli two colleagues, • ^ si?? 
months’ imprisonment and a fine of 1,200 
dols, at the court in Los Angeles, for or-^ 
ganising • a reKgious conference “to pro
test against the militaristic interpreta-, 
tion of Christdanity by the Churches.?^ 
Goniinenting on tMs, “Forward” says:--- 
“Nearly as bad as the decivsion of the 
South African Government to prohibit 
the repfublication o-f the Sermon on ' the 
'Mount during the war,”

The Last Straw.

“"My Country, ’Tis of Thee, Sweet riand 
of Liberty.

When the0American transport “Tusca- 
ma”.yras torpedoed last week the papers 
refreshed us with pathetic tales of the 
troops singing "My Country, ^ ’Tis of 
Thee*” while the vessel sank;, .The eoun-

I
The Beginning of the End.

The xlllied pet, TJkrainia, whose virtues 
. have been lauded by the .calumniators of. 
Bolshevism, has made peace with the 
Central Powers. French comme:jt upon 
the subject will be particularly illumi
nating, lor France; which has not had a 
good word to throw at the Russian Revo- 

'• lution, crowned its eulogies of .. the 
Ukrainian.^ by a loan of ;£7,0()0,{)(M and la-il 
offer of military assistance. AVhile I/enin 
and Trotsky,' the “'tools” of the Hohen- 
zollern, were denying the right .of the 
Ukrainian Rada to speak for the Ukraine 
and were fighting hravely for .,a domocra- , 
tie'and.revolutionary peace, the familiar 
champions of .liberty have done all they 
could to undermine the influence of the 
Bolsheviks in Russia, and to libel and / 
misrepresent them abroad. The reward 
for this display of enlightened ' states
manship is that thc^rich corn 

...the Ukraine are now at the 'disposal'of 
the Central Po-wers, and a nalion, of 
60,000,000 is definitely lost to the Allies. 
Moreover; it is highly iirohable that this 
peace will enable Germany to dispense 
with further negotiations for a general 
cessation of hostilities. It will certainly 
strengthen the German demands,, render 
conciliatory tactics unnecessary, land pos
sibly fuin the greatest experiment in re-. 
volutionary diplomacy “known to history. ,
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Febbuaby 16, 1916.. ieibh opinionISS
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' » ./T*^|1 he eofgejjk

-Contributed by an Official of the .A.b-.E.
separate conference witH two or tliree 
representatives from. the othor soeieties 
present; these, howevei% to take no part 
in the proceedings.
T*io Great Auli.

Wo understand Sir Auckland Cieddos .' 
placed our proposal before the GenerJih 
Conference. Our suggestion was not 
accepted. We wiero informed we could 
be met with the other engineering groups 
and represehtatives of the other trade 
unions.

As tl|e A.S.B. ooks. upon ■- the agre •*, 
ment of May last as one ivhioh especially 
ah'ects them, and .as they consider^ they 
should be cormultod in relation to it, , 
'without interference from other bodies, 
before H is withdrawn, the. Ministdr of 
National Service , was,"* therefore, in- 
formed ‘‘'that the delegates of the A.S.iil. 
are favourable to accept the basis of the 
Ooiiference as suggested, on the under..

' standing that other trade..union . repre
sentatives take mo part in-the .delibera- '

' tipns of the .Conference.’i -
This was not accepted by the Al^nistcr, 

and, therefore, the Conference will not 
take place. |

The position of the AiS.B. delegates is 
perfectly clear. They request a special 
hearing to lay ..their position before the 
Government.. They hold that tlie provi
sion of the May agreement should and 
can be carried out. They wer© told dilu
tion was necessary, but would not be used 
to force Fkilied men into the army. This 
agreement made provisions fo.r dilnteqs , i 
'being first -taken from, the'^lvorkehops. •. :
They still maintain that position,^ for , 
shipbuilding and engineering skilled men. ;
are required. We cannot agree to the 
skilled men being taken and the dilutees 
left. It is a plain and straight issue.
Let the Government fulhi' its, pledges..
.We do not ask special treatment, 'Wo 
ask that the skilled men of the engineer
ing trades shall not be withdrawn from 
it while others of military age and hthess 
who have entered it since the war began 
remain in it

• first the ** dilutees of military age and 
fitness’’ 'who,-diad it not been for engl-

wouicl not
Arisiirg out of the Government’s man

power‘proposals, the Bxecuiive Conned 
- of the Amalgamated Society of Bngi—, 

neera recently summoned the delegate 
meeMng to consider the question in re- 
Jaiaon to the agreement entered into by 
the Government with the A.S.B. in May

(neeriiig iudtiHlrial acti- ity 
have been in the en<dneoring industry.^ 

The present delegate inccting which 
met on the loth inat., had heohi tpykig,, 
without success, to get| the C4overnrneiit 
to meet them to discuss the position 
now created. A' telegfam, was sent to 
the Prim© Miniskir 4n the ' foliow'ing 
terms:— T , .. -

‘^Instructed to inform you that Amal
gamated Engineers*' Society’s delegate 
meeting is now in session, ;5nd in view 
of the' fact that the delegate meeting 
was the body that carried out negotia
tions 'on the Amalgamated Society of 
Engineers’ agreement, we ask you to 
grant the delegates an'interview at the 
earliest moment, having regard to pre
vious agreements with them.-Aoung, 
General Secretary.”

tmAptmnmt
InvApril, 1917, the trade card scheme, 

wh^h had been set,up after protracted 
^egotiaiiioiis .with the late Government 

was wffchdrawh, and in its place a Sche
dule of 'Protected .Occupations was is
sued. The A,S,E., as the trad© Anion 
responsible for the trad© card scheme, 
objected to its withdrawal .on the ground 
ihki tit© A.S.E. had a right to be con
sisted befero the scheme was in any way 
altered. As a result of the protests.^of 
Ihe A-S^. delega.tes against the Govern
ment’s action, aa invitation was re
ceived from Mr* Arthur Henderson,

, and Dr- Addison,.Minister of
Munitions, to meet them and discuss. 
the' matter. Am arrangement was ar- 

. rived at at the interview that the opex'a- 
tion of the Ministry of Munitions’ circu
lar 130 was postponed tp enable the de
legates • to consult thejr constituencies 
and to allow time for ^further negotia
tion.

A further conference was then ar
ranged, at which an understanding was 
arrived at^, and the agreement signed on 
behalf of the Government and the A.S.E. 
It win, therefore, lie clearly, seen that 
in respect of the trade card agreement, 
and, <later, tho Schedule of Protected 
Occupations, the A.S.E. had been oou- 
Bulted as a society, and settlements ar
rived at apart from other organisations. 
The reason for this is clear; tho A.S.E. 
is the trade union most affected by pro
posals affecting skilled men in- the 
gineering trade, and the Agreement^ ar
rived at si>ecially related to its 34em- 

• hers. ■ I .

Oavy
To the fox'egoiiig a reply was received 

•from the .Prime Minister intimating rea
diness to meet A.S.E. with the other 
societies. The other societies, however,- 

^ were not parties in negotiatiiig th.e May 
ap-eemenb. The A.B.E. is alone respon
sible for it. It was, tberefore, decided 
to -wire the Prime Minister as •under;—

“Amalgamated Society of Engineers’ 
delegate meeting request you to meet a' 
small deputation to explain the position 
in relation to agreement of Sth May pre
vious to any negotiations taking xxlace.-^— 
Young, General Secretary.”

To this a reply was received from the 
Prime Minister referring us to Sir Auck
land Geddes, and Sir Auckland Geddes 
also informed us that he would meet us 
with the other societies, 
delegates could npt accede to this. It 

' is th^ir agreem'ciit wiiicli Is besng d’®- 
stroj^ed by tha Government 
gates, therefore, feel, in the interests of 
those they X’epreseiit, tha-t the Govern
ment should meet them to hear their 
views I’egarding the serious position 
created by the abrogation of tho May 
agreement.

Recognising to the full • the conse- 
miencps to the qouxxtry xvhieh sCrious in
dustrial dislocation'will entail,' the dele 
gates made another effort to get in 
touch with the Goveimmeiit, They ap
pointed the Chairman and C4oneral Sec
retary, with two delegates, to interview 
Sir Auckland Geddes re the' position of 
delegate meeting and its agreement. 
Eventually tho deputation 'Saw Sir Auck
land Geddes, and it was arranged that a 
small xuxmber of the delegates were to 
meet him on Friday morning. The meet
ing duly took place. . Sir Auckland 
GecldcvS explained ho was willing to meet 
tlie A.S.E. delegates provided the other 
trade unions' -agreed to him having a

Tho A.B.E.

The dele-en-<

Pledges Must be Kept.
The-position of thp A.S.E. now is that, 

following past precedent and practice, 
the society is cxxtitled to be conaurted in 
relation tp the new i>roposals, and an 

' oxplanatioix given why the pledges given 
in tho May agreement coneexming skilled 
mop cannot bo carried out. From the 
A.B.E. point of viexv, the' miliiary needs 
of the country do, not justify the (lovem-: 
rnont in abrogating its jxledge, wherein 
it is ©mphatioally laid doxyn that' all 
male diluted labour liable and fit for 

. general military service shall first bo 
withdrawn. It is therefor© xxot a ques
tion of leaving young men in the work
shops and taking older men for military 
service. It is a question purely and 
pimply of fulfilling pledges and taking

♦ »

Arthur Hendemn’s comment.
A strong point is made in the Gevern- 

ment statemen^t of the objections offered 
by the other Unions to' a .separate confer-, 

pne© with the A.B.E. They have always 
to the separate conference of the 

A.B.E., hot xvithout reason.; but since the 
Government has established the practice, ' 
the oixly. question to be con‘sid6red is 
wnen_ tne px'actice is to be abandoned, and 
whether proper notice of the intention to 
change it 1ms beojx given,

^Surely the pxuper time •to change it 
cannot bg at the moment'when the Gov- 
ernnxent requires a revision, of axx agree
ment entered upon with the engineers 
separately, howeyer desirable the ioixxt. 
^nrerenc© may be, and whatever may 
mave been our intentipns last Maj,”

% ’ I
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1S7, miss OPINION. PEBBtrAr.y 16, 19?B. V

Ctos r4> 16 64ite4rh HC'PeiTOArh i scotJCA^Ait^C ASW
S^onCAt^Aifvt: A^i4f

C’r\(ii’0'ittt *p6in t)’fM4j'id'p An *06 ’f'OAOAin -AH con5C4p%i'j[^o .A^W'f
^Ae^lllS "00 t)AOSAt ' nlAt^ OA ’OuaI 1>6iV).
Atd' CtiAt ■ eA*OAit iv^i''6t)eAt\ A^nr ttldOcn-uiS SoASAn At\ feAtt ieir tiA 
'OAit)6eAt\(tAoil^ iroiS “oe OtiA'OAm ii6 pAiroiO 6t\6gAt» ifOeAd in a rSoloAi6.

mnrrionAn oSACt Ofin t>A gCAfCAoi "Ow6Ait\o teAfonig lUjO
t>i3AnCA 6 "CA nA 1n61nte61t^'^ 10 ' aC in^nA’O gAlAnoA »oo^ tA6Aiiic *0616 
agAil AStir OA nAr$olo2. le t?AgAil” ’ BAn Oniti iroeAO Aji a ^otveiWAHi in5 AjV 
ABnf CA nA~tA0i6 Ac n^oeAnOAti. An a n%itmoAOc, ,‘‘AHtif-peiJ^ I AtifA A 
c^aCc t SCjiei'oeAnn fi1? in0» m6

O .6Aint: AS An gr^eASt^A le mABiiA M rABAit^o V ASAiOfe ifoeAC mAii
nA cCAD ceiroe’noCctiiseAr ttJAf .1. ^AinifueoiiMO iiif nA fSfOOAiO Agiif

* c6-leir nA rsoltA AStif ce’n nAC -C%»aoa nA tn0inoeoit\10 Amnin^ AStaf 
raCnnoeAn oeAnsA nA li^ifeAnn^ionnoA. t>o OeiC /pAoi t^ACc aca, Agtif aii - -
if fS^Al nAi3A e le i^ClO'ceAC aC if C-jieit>eAtii GACoiliceAC t)0 CfAo6fSAOUr 
Citrin A nCrOceAC Asof iwgeAnn fC 'eA*6 *00 nA pAifoiO At\ leAtCAoi6 Anoif 
owAin A Ui*6teAC. 1nr An CeAt> t>til , Agtir Al^if Suc Ha fASAifO leij An 
a^ac re iiiAgAitAr :gArAnA '6rir Af giCAr oinre reo Agtif oa fc i nrei-om

-‘oocCa’o- 6 foin. CeAp nA rABAiro snf, ^ 
CorAint; creTOitii nA, l51pAirt)i Dp OiotifAr 
rCin Ann Agtif Coiiniion f'AD An miAlSAf . 
DO 61 ortA 1 DtAoiD An CreiDirh aC 
nior glACADAr le TiAen DnAlgArAitAf 
geAlt AA AnAm Asnf nAifittnCACb nA 
cifie-do'CofAmo ASnr nior ,f^neADx?4V 
A^SOOfAino i_ASnr ,_rtiAif: reAli CaH •
"eeAD A Cinn a Coil rCin D^itnifc A-r nA 
pAifOi 5 1 DCAoiO nAirtlincACCA.' "D^tnnf
rC PAllAD nnncinne' ofitA so nAC iCif 

“t>A lAn ASAinn si''^!^ .omeAD ^AeDeAl. 
fin Ar Cor Ar 011, ASnr oA An cteAf 
cenDnA D’a imiro Aise Ar Aof 6s nA 
n^ireAnn so ntiise An lA 
TDeAfAnn ConnfA^ nA jAeDilse Atfi, 
Agtr^' DAOine nAC iad? s^-it^ mitiD 
CAMifO. Air fOAD np Af' A lAgAD
cnAproArrA 116 cdnrPAic Do- Cnr in A
flige ; ASur WAr Ai:4 cntfiACt: 61S10 Ag

rASAruAiO AOA ^nA wOAinifceoiriO 
Asnf Siit^AO 1AD DO rfieAll pAifoi nA 

gAeDeAl ifoeAC inf nA fSoltAiC mio- 
nAifinncA A-r Dcnf oA r^AD A lArrAiC-

cnttiACc acA aca do Cnf?''1 ^

• tt* .

sAetiius ihs nA 
Bon83,oneAnnA!n.'

Ce teit TiA ^
AStif c^n foil so ceAflS'i'

emit) AmA&

tiAir A 
teASdfS.

■ tnA

ceAngA
* ceirnOAnnA PrlogniArA lAD

r^o ABnr ni**! Aicme eile 1 i.^.f^n
SO Pfiil H-^'6 niOf 56ir^
rrwAfSAilt: ^iA t4 AS-InCt: oiOro "OA- 
lV6ireAnn. ^ t)Aoine go Crntl AirgeAD 
At A AS nr Cl aca 04 a dsas no a S iI VsVaca' ^I^ At, rsoii fn A 

SemreeAr A scniD piifOi Agnr Ar riA 
. tiADPArAiC iCiginn inCinrcAr^ da 

t)pAirDi6 ; aC - An reAr oiPro np'Atn 
DeAn oinre ni’l a DaC De rogA aca.^
Ir Cism D61D A solAnn Do Ctir go Dcr
All rSoii 'fioiOliDe ir- neArA D6it> Agtif .
gUOAD le ciOer lit r^ofC oiDeACAif 
uiStAr D61I Annfn. "Ca fUD eile fa 
nsCAi rreirtn • DAoineso irwiiAirSeAD DdtAir ?

UAITI ACA If ■pSt’OtH’Ddift cti-p-teif 'hOi'tveAti'n, 
itiviTOceAeAf C«SCAH ir,f ha rSotcAiB At, fii, MrCce as At, I'cai, caU

ARur,m6l\^t, iMiO tto tCASAtS- ‘©o.-tiA oitiw. O^ctiiiteA-d At, btm lAt^At, 'ocur 
i3A,n„ftiA’oVOti ; ACeni pSiwifOO U,CC Asur .n^ fbAoitpt, fe At, si^eitn fttt 
oitine feVeo'w'^sAnAffl. tTofli, cSAitts - tttDtitA^S
T,A t^Utorte SnotAfi Att -iteAti^^ A^ tA6.....ASuf Af
At:«^rntAit, CS r* ABA,ifi_ ,,:t'Atr,6TLA gAC'^eAt I^’Awit, ^ >06 tnAotmMtite
Wonfl fS ttS-CmW'eAC te cttomAtt At, 0 ScAt,cA^g Ast,f coil,t«ec -06 bAl'l", 
feeASAfS ■00 fteAflAil, Agti'f If tlfi-tiimic gAt-deAUit) ■oe n cotrtKii-neAt, cetfotiA 
«AC rnfiiot,,, An c-eoUf Aise f6it, -oA acA , sceAnflAf ha wtat,f5oiteAitn Be 
n,t,eA* At, C-An, HO AT, Dflg Atge. WA’o'ooCoin.iieAittAf.AiiiutASoeASAr,

’ mATOtt, Belf HA WHAltt flOHH A'fAOtAf t)U11ie. md,A$ lOHSHA^I CA AH ’Of6 AH, 
' cfeiH offeA ASttf If t>eAS If fefoif ’^Iii feo ’oiteAf -oo i, feAt, fiAtt^ASHt ^oh,
4o t,eAHArr,,^o HA tcAH&Aitt ^otom', fAtJ If tero A 5fct,rf,A^c HI Oei’o -oe
bAmce -OO' •bU’iJ ASMf 6ACAig t>o. eeA-o Ag wfiiHceoifib iia

X)a DfS rm^’^ InCc rso^^'^^^"'^Dtdirle 190 CiniDedCc (nAifnticACc)
At 6 tA lAis,e c'roiDe

DO.

Il’-d

t.' ■

fedn'-fsolcd xyuttAfACA Asnt 
CeAp n-d InnrSOilednnA At:4 Agdinn ^4

At r'^nne? "irttimcedr 
AtA dS IOC dpt'd.

nd
tA

dgnr
dn

inDin* •2

toutdr DOii.
piOpe -1 ntninigin nd rgoltd drfi4in le 
mtiincedCdr do tdldiro Do’n dOf 6S 
A%uf fm i.Dtdoi'l ipcig De’'n ledS^n 
t>iidi!)dn ir rciDi.r doh cditedVfi dp dr 
r$011. Ill tnOr Doi 1 mdr f 1 n nd rsoltd • 

\,leit oifediiindC Ddil dsnp rrodSdrtdC 
Dd^n/tfdDdr oiDedCdir d. tedrnnigednn 
ndtd. : SldC nidr eiriompldr dn • 
gdeDili^* If ledS Duine D^dop oilr® 
ndr.lr^-^S leif dll gdeDiUS do leiC ds 
d CUinn Oir ir idD InCu oibro if Dltpe 
DO CreiDedtIi dsnf do^ DiitCdr dSnp
ndifiiincdCt nd d're De rhnincir nd 

1r cinnce indr fn d4

' 1,. 11 dnd nCSrednn;.
dS ^gdOdil grodtnd dr'd mdigedpcdr 
€d dn sdldr cenDtid "ds* Ireit dp nd 
Sdll-gdeDedldiC ‘ dsnr [I’CiDir BO 
rhbnD CiDir d nsrCim Do rSdOiledD 
beds4n dmdC dnnreo.' .

AC Cd Dredm ^ile dnn so irtnl 
lidinc dCd leip nd OtiiVBoilednndil 

. poilliDe dStif 04 GonntidD^nd JdeDilse^ 
r4 idtdir ds ■ idrrdiD ortdrdn d

CoitfiliondD Do’n

n

ortd dn
l)rCiDm DO Cordinc nd oire dsnp dndm
nd o^re- 1r cinnoe so irenDpdD fidD 

;gdeDilis DO Ctir inr nd rBOlDdil 
,So l4iDir? dsnf SO nCir^dCcdC, dsnf 

^’emsc ndC scmrj^iDir/ SdeDil iad 
dSnr ni Sdill idD« THnrd nDedndiD 
pidD dn mCiD peo ni peicitn fCtn snr 
tnOrdn idD wdr MinipoeOiril* t)eiD 
pocr"^ luidD dp nd rSolodiC ntidiD 
Ciocpdp piotCdin nd PoillpiliCT dp
pdll dStp^ ni4r peiDip d pdD $0
pipinnedC'so nDeipnd nd txdinipoCoirt 
pdilUSe in oldip nd cipe dStif Stip 
CniDigedDdr le mtnnoip nd n^tpediin 
*00 gdlln ni mop dn tnedp d ledp optA 
tndp in Co poinptA otDedCdif 
‘odip emse ntidip peiledp dn c-dm Cap 
ni pC'jDip dn oldip DO ledpt in dn^

C*- -

An

nDtidlSdp' pCin DO 
CinedD SdcDedl. tlndip cnipedD dp 
Dnn nd rsolod peo do4 dSdinn dp DCtip 
Snp onSdD dn 'C-dinm ■ DpCise 
“ 114if iincd ” optd, tedponrg o^n pedp 

lednldiDe nd ii^ipednn do
t)d itnnic

. n^ipeAnn. 
inDedD Deip dCd dip so minD PidiC leo 

gdeDiliS DO leit dS d n-“dpp 6$. 
Anoip dDeip mnincedp, nd ^-^eDilse 
DO COpdint $0 inDnD rnp^f Ai\

> gdeDilig Do tdldipt DO gdC psoUipe 
irip nd DnnpSoiiednndH dsnp gdn 
Cnp ipcedC pOntiOp.dp dn oiDedCdp eiie 
Do-'CedpcoCdD iidtd. In don DlidDdin 
diti^in dDeip ConnpdD nd S-^cDilSe 
DnD gCiDip dii ^deDilig DO Ctip i 
naoCdUiD nd Dp4ifDi dgnp gdn dC

dH
Cdll
DpCdSdD ipuedC lonntrd*
pontie pin Cmp fC psoitd gdliDd dp 

' Dnn dC cup dp nd psotCdiD pm De 
Dpig snp pedCdin dof 0$ nd n^ipednn 

tins pidD $0 mdit snp mdp tfidite" 
teip pCtnrAnip Sedgdn dp Dnn idD dsnp 
gnp ContdDdipt nidp DO dndtn dgnp 
inncinn ^deDedi- iad- t)1oD a

IdD.



Notes and Comments
family of thTOe, ami -Iseeps no .less tlian 
•Bffceeii 'Porvants to minister to their com
fort. 9?h6 ■man ought to fcave--been cle-' 

• prived of all' tho’ rights^ of,a citizen, - in
stead he is merely depriyed of-his^arded 

; '*■ igTub ”, .and ’a small amounthis. 
money. McGaw is . loyal,” ' perhaps 
that is , the I’eatson. ■ -.As . Bernard .Bhaw 
remarlfe.in this week's. Natign, ” A/Con-

« may ‘ steal a horse 
n^

friendly eye ’ upon municipal ownership., 
-He prefers what is by courtesy term-^- 
private *^'enisrpri6e. Ho prefers that 
everything humanity needs should pay a 
tax to some set of indiyiduais, .so' that 
they may .^ow fat upon the resultant 
profits. , Prom-Hts inception th-e ^Dublin 
Odtpdratidn' Electricity .undertaking has 
been severely attacked by Mr. Murphy, 
not only in , his Tramway Company 
^eeches, but in his Press as T^'ell. ' He 
■has ■ pursued the mufii cipal undertaking 
with such vindiotiyenesis .and misrepre.se- 
tation ihat isome of the readers of his 
Press probably -believe that Mr. Murphy 
could do' tire work mueh m.ore .efficiently. 
He would certainly pocket the profits very 
efficiehtly, indeed. And -what of hiG 
workers? The Dublin Corporation has at 
Ifeast, treated its • .worker’s reasonably. 
Now Mr. Murphy is attacking': ■the'- elec- 
tricity undertaking in a inofe ins'idious 
way, he is contiacting to supply electric 
current from his tramway generating 
station, to the Britit?h Government, despite 
the legal rights of the Dublin Corporatioh, 
granted by Act of Parliarneht. ” The Cor
poration must ■ prevent this, and in any 
.action’ they .may see fit to undertake it/. 
m.u3t have the full support of the citizens 
of Dublin and of all who . believe in muni
cipal “ovniership. / ■
fooa Grabbers, ^

P'ood- hoarders and gi^ahhers must he 
tj’eated to-day as the land grabb'Crs were, 
treated in the days of. the Land League.

as what thev are,

UiUrfiil’s
At the recent meeting of the Diiblin 

ITjuted Tramway^.’ Company the chair
man, Mr. W. M. Murphy, invited ug-to 
gaze in open-mouthed (admiration at the 
magnificent'system he prejsides oyer, land 
was largely responsible for bringing into- 
bemg, ’ The most eueeeasful earner in 
the dnited Kingdom,” he. termed his 
company, but as modesty is- not .usually 
the most ’ striking trait in the mod'ern 
capitalist, wo may ^ass. his egoism with 
that contemptuous smile yhieh it' eo 
richly merits. "Wo can smile aP the 

more contemptuously if-we know anything 
about the .'systems in other cities. and in- 
other countries. The. Dublin trams are 
run in the best traditions of bourgeois 
capitalism, Afurphyism, if you will.
Thera .are,‘perhaps, two -good 'lines, two 
good servicGG in the city, and th.Gse'two 
good service-s are at the disposal only of. 
middle class subiu’bia. Imagine a Dublin, 
dotiker going into the Rathiniftes- tram, 
and try to think of what would happen.
The next day Would cer
tainly contain* at least one column of 
indignant protects, not, perhaps^ overtly 
prot^ting against the -entry of a mere 

v Vtrorker into their tram but demanding an ^ 
aecelemted service. * We, in Dublin, who 
khowThe tramwayiier\ie0,^ 'havo n-o d'esire 
to !go into ecstasie.s about.it. Qil the con
trary, hp^^oJirs^lvesK we think Mr. Murphy 
"and .&-ieilovy direcffiiVj .have rerY much

* ' V *

to Jciarn. They .must provi<le .good ears, ___
ftiBi, ot all, amf most oHfeir'lines to,da5- LThey'must'be tecated 
have not good: otmi; they must leam enemies of the' oommunitv. They" must
•»vhat a good tramway sexvi-co consistsl be ostecised, ihey. are nnfit for trie com-
snd they mtisc give ^ome atention; to ihe . ■ pahy of decent people. We bave them 'in 
revision, and gr^atipn of thair lares Ireland no less than they have'
they are about.to revise their fares li ' them in England. There a^e people even 
Beems, 'but ine-reH' by way, oi,.nereasing in this city of Eublln who, jLause they

feces for are more wealthy than their neaghbounri, 
cMdrep and ior short-journeys?, , .^ajd. deprive these, ne'ighbours of th'e right tel

Wa ,a,re, not permitted by the-.law that ii ill-enable the JJiiWiii worker that govern® us. to. shut out the light or
vn T • ri naigbbours, but evidently

* V+1^*11 we, are permitted, if we. have suffioient
hoth'mo''' of tie l»y,s and will do money, to deprive our neighhoiirs of food.,
Encroachment Upon Municipal ■ •' ftoWs-wb’ev SS'

Electneitv ■* - they aic csitcni-ially anti-social,
•' ’ • jA 1* • 1 any •saving grace of pafriotiGm orhrs .proposed an- citizenship, apd they must be trea-ted a;s 

+'7 ^ ^ deserve. They mn-st be hunted downnorq+P.n‘li^ ^ vigorously, without me-rev and- without
i^elenting. These people' know tlmt -the ime even new, w.ath the increased fares, food simolieci owri ,. Ihe Belfast feres are .lower th^n th-ose of St S! fw 

■nnKb-n U'hcL ......yiy.'- uae> k.iiov -that, beeausB they ■will notumvPTi'iH/^lF on Vi ' ^’pO’^Mion ha« not -curtail their own dema-ads, they -^vilfullv 
■Xn it tf n"*' fellow-eitizeuri, ■their .fellow-
•nnitod"'femrf“V^mS;,1?s S

r* khinc-s out brill-iantlv. Evidently the-rea*. nSon, the -feole'reason for Mr ■ ’Mnrnhvfe M-cCaw^ who wou.d die in the

v<s«: I’lnf ill■ i-'ni'’ .i.d ■ P vxjeat Liitain and lie-land, -will not de- 
nivned and' run bv thf.* mnhiripjiTtv'’anf 1’"^ fo 'save the
Mr. '5,1™!!.’ doks not Innk wWiAnto' d 'H‘ =■ die to

.... 1.01 look T,n.li an5 , drfend, He grabs bis ton.? of'food for hk

feervative ' ,
:■ wihen .a • Radical 

over the hedge. ’ ’' There • are McCaws in 
Ireland as well as in England, and we 

• mnst search them, out. In these, days, 
with the famine' wo-lf ,at the 'door, the 
grabber is an e.nemy of the'- community, 
and he must be GO treated.

*-♦ -

Irish Focid Girntroj.
pfea/se-d to’ note thathhe scheme ■ 

of food .control recently outlined by 
"imdr-adopted by, the 'All-Irelaud Cpnferene.e 
.•at the Mansion-House, is being got under

■ -way rapidly .V The;. bjasiG of the •scheme, is ,
the paris]rmommitte|. In every ’'
parisli in. Ireland -a 'cdmmitteee repre/sent-

■ ing-.Sihn Eein,"Labour, and Cb-operation, 
together with-: the best brains of ever^^ 
other body ■ interested in • food produc
tion ;and . diGtribution. ‘ In every, parish 
the initiative^ must, be taken by either 
tbe Icoal Sinn Fein Club, the Trade IJnion 
or the Co-operative Society, .and we wquEI . 
urg-o upon our readers ’Vdthin any of these 
organisations to get a move on imme- 
di'a^tely- The danger of famine is- much 
too great to take'any risks. 'We p-robably 
have food enough in Ireland to keep o'nr 
people from the horrors of ’47, but-if 
Gueh ‘ horrorS/ are not to he repeated hi 
our da}-, -we musLtalce- ■all’dih© preea-utioufe,

• necG-smryri AYe would Urge, -felferefore, 
that immediate effect he given to, iiie ^ 
.scheme, of the All-Trelahd Conference, 
which is the joint .work of a opaaller ’com 
ferehee of. Sinn- Fein, ‘Labour .and Co-

• operative ' representative^, 
committees into - filing at once-; -then pro-

; ceed to a dispovery o‘f the food supplies 
in. your district, "and let the'.committee 
kiio’vv'-vvhat you have .and what you re
quire, That is the first and m^^t esse-’n- 
tial step. ■ 'When you have taken that 
Gtep,' proceed to the organioati’on' of vbiir 

■ county committee. ■ "We kno-^v that there 
is. butter,
Ireland at

UiS

Get .. vour

■■--''T.U--..

for ' instance,
I>resent

people adequate su.pplfes , for 
at leh'St a month.

enough in 
to 'give ah

our
It is being, hoarded 

presumably till the embargo ai-pon expott 
IS removed. It is.our duty to provide for 
our own people first, tlien .we can discuss 
w^e wants* o:f p hers. '. Let our Sinn Fein 
Oliiibs, Tra'de Onions and Co-operative 
Socioties come together and get their 

I local committees / .into being without, 
defev. Delays ate ahvays dangerous, pur 
Copybook'S tedd ns, at Present diolays may 

^ well be disastrous. .AYe must.keep tfei 
baiwfi2ss of M7 wvil in mind, and ant- '

I

%
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tl^at it merely some episode of the Revolution that 
these good people dislike. For example, they shriek 
vhen the two, ex-Ministers were shot in their beds, 
and with th s shriek all civil sation will join; they dis
like ,the cavalier way in which -the Gohstituept 
Assembly v/as dissolved. Our newspapers,, too, 
dislike very' much - the ' repudiation of , indebted
ness'' by Russia. Of ■ course they regret • this 
because Russia, will be injured and her development . 
impeded. There- are no regrets expressed ’ when 

V Russiarepudiated debt ■ is partially put. on ,■ to 
• ^our. shoulders by the British'‘Government, The-sacred 

_ ,rights of bondholders must .be protected at whatever 
cost. ‘And then 'the worker will pay. He may as' w^ell y 
pay the, Tsar’s debts as Lloyd George’s. Finally our

concerned in’the, maintenance ; .61 the

■ft H »
A WEEKLY JOURNAL OF INDUSTRIAL 

AND POLITICAL DEMOCRACY. 0^5]-

every THURSO^AY, ONE PENNY.
Literary comUiunications should be addressed to the 0 

Editor, aaid business oommunieatipns to the Manager, at the 
•Office, 27 Daws-on Street, Dublin. ’ ’

Matter intended for publication in the following issue must 
reach'the Office not later than Monda.y forenoon.

Subsoription Rates,—13 weeks, Is. 8d.; 26 weeks, 3sv-3d.; 
62, wieeks, 6s. 6d., post free in Ireland and Great Britain,

■ payable in advance. Cro^s cheques and p.o.^s'and''mak6 pay- 
' able to ‘Mrish Labour Press,’V27 Daw^son Street, Dublin.
. • A£lv©rtismg Rates.may be obtained from Advertising Man-, 

ager, 66 Middle Abbey Streetj Dublin. ' .
papers are
hAprem,Ucy of the Greek Church in Russia. For the .

"^7 first time-in her history Russia now has the right to ’
. think'freely. ' The Greek'Church has been disestab
lished‘and has retorted by excommunicating^the Bol
shevik leaders. Yet" while w^e'get lurid tales of .anti- 
Christiah conduct on the part of the Russian’revolu
tionaries, • it'is almost by accident that we hear/of 
the release, of the Archbishop of Lemberg who has 
been for three years 'a prisoner .of-the Tsar. It- is 

/ not so much social and'political purity that'.actuates 
■ our journals as a desire to thwart the. Revolution at 

any cost.' ,■ There is -an ,oi‘ganised attempt to turn our . 
mindt from the great - central fact to the compamtively 
irfsignificant‘incidents. ‘

.TheAdesire ■ of the propertied people'Ts to smash ^ 
the Revolution. - The same- classes and- the same w-ea- 
pons with which the French Rpvqlutidn was assailed 
are being used to-day to attack the Russian Revolution. * . ' 
'Di^nton’s reply^ was the heads of a King and a-Queen;
Lenin and Trotsky reply with the magnificent gesture ■ 
of repudiation of vlebt. The French Rev'<;dution was* 
apparently killed by a “ w^bif! of grapeshot ”; it "was 
not really killed, it survived even Waterloo, and lives 
to-day as 'surely a-s -it did in ’93. Its spirit lives • 
because it is essentially the spirit of democracy, be
cause it inspires men. and women on-the road... to 
liberty. The Russian Revolution is-.a milestone upon 
the same road; it. is a cheering milestone ere mile
stones are hot numerous. It has cheered Ireland and

»The

V •

The Long View ,
There ar'e many 'divergent views about the Russian 

Revolution at present- In ’ everjv country in Europe'- 
the Revolution is acclaimed, and at the same time 
it is being denounced. The workers ih every country 
free or unfree have given the Russian Revolution such _

On thea ' welcome - as only the' oppressed can give, 
other hand, the middle classes, the so-called nobility, . 
the property ownerSj.md the capitalists have de
nounced the Russian Revolution in every mood and 
tense. The gx‘eatest event; of the war period has ac
centuated .and' emphasised -the idea of the edass "war, 
and has given new support to the Marxian doctrine of . 
materialism as a canception ihTiistorieal action. Those, 
who'own. things look-upoh the Russian Revolution .as 
an act. of spoliation gi’eater even than that of 1789-93,

^ while those who have-nothing, *but who .ardently‘desire 
freedom,, look i,ipon.the Revolution as.a great forward 
step .on the road to human- liberty. The great out- 
staiiding fact of the Revolution is the demolition of 

The greatest organised tyranny of our time 
has disappeared, and in its stead has appeared an in-' 
surgent democracy. Is it not* something to rejoice, 
about'‘that Tsardom has disappeared ? Is it not tre
mendous that--even an organised democracy—a mob 
if you will—^b as replaced a system that‘was not only 
a curse to Russia but a'standing menace to all Europe? 
The. Power, that.loosed the horrors ohwar upon Europe 
of cur day. is now^ no more, and^it is.surely our duty 
so to aid and suheour its successor and siipplanter that 
its .return will be impossible. But we cannot 
look ’tipon any’ such return with equanimity.

^ Revolutionary-France was diverted from its purpose 
by extraneous events; revolutionary Russia may also 
be so diverted; and it is the duty of demoeratiq Europe 
to prevent such a' diversion as much in jts own interest 
as of that o'f, Russia. . ' ' , • ‘
. • Every effort is being made by the "‘.respectable”^ , | 
(lasses to discredit the Revolution. . Bay by day our 
newspapers serve up for the edilication of our people 
ail the most lurid details real or imaginary, ‘ Burke 
on the French Revolution is ta,me when compared wilh 
the “ "Freeman ” * or the ‘Mrish’timegy/ It is 'only 
too obvious that our bourgeoisie.'elements dislike tlie i 
Russian Bevolntion. Borne -times one'might conclude t

Tsardom.

W'6 rej(>ioe that Ireland 'has risen to the time, 
great demonstration at the Mansion House to-welcome 
the-Revolution and to show" the Revolutionaries that 
they have our sympathy w^as an ‘ inspiring gathering. 
Rarely have we seen such a erowTl, never have we wnt- 
nessed such a display of enthusiasm. The Russians 
have brought Ireland into the unterpational limelight, 
and upon their formula of the right cjf peoples to deter- 

• mine their owm government some of pur future yhope f 
must. rest. It/ is right. that IreJaud' should 
ra-uge herself .on the side of^ European pro- 

It #is the correct tradition. ' Ireland re*gress.
Rponded to the appeal of France at the end of the 18th 
century ; Ireland i^esponds to Russia at the beginning 

. of the 20th eentuiy. . Wa m.ust keep a tight grip upon .
principles, for w"klch Russia contends, and hot allow . . n . .-17 .. . ’;.als, /Theiraw’n asiae oy mere incim 

is nati.onal freedom. ' AILgreat priheq
whatever our “ Freeman ’'and Times may say— 

merely incidental. To the prineiples let us eling.
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In a fonnor article I tried to demonstrate tliat Irisli Trades 
tlnioiiisrn was incom|)eteiit because it leant on tb'e broken 

■ ' ■ reed of Bngiisb control. Before I go further let me say tha^ , 
oren if—‘as Tom .Tolineon so ably claims—the English com 
neetion was really btmeficial, such trades unionism is based 
on WTong foundations. Mr. Johnson’s atgumehfc is based on 
the Cross-Channel trade3-unio5isl3eing international. If they 
were they would have a Cilainl on usj but they are iiot, they 
are Efiglish, or British if you like^ but international? No 
they have not even a ooiinection with the nearest ooxintry to 
them, Erance, or ,any Woi*king agreement worth talking of 
with even the British Colonies. But even if they had they 
are on a 'wrong basis. Each trades union is independent of 
tlie^ other far all practical pu^oses, having no claipi on the 
assistance ;of the other outside the natural 'Sympathy .of . 
fellow feeling. The engineers strike. ,and the others con- ' 
sider the Tight no business ^of 'theirs •otlm^ than to give sym- 
.liathy, practical or otherwiBe. Bo with the. ■others, until 
“U'e have the common sight of -one set of trades unionists work
ingin with a him. where another section are fighting for some 
right. Now if the oft-quoted labour motto is ^‘an injury 
to one is the concern ot ail/^. a strike should mean that all 
trades^sections should-deelaro war at the

oonditions,: and we hope before long insisting on the con
trol of industry itself in peace as it is in W'ar in the interests, 

-mot of the caprbalist_, but of the nation j ..consolidating Irish v 
^Mtnds to secure the necessary war chest and having various 
^departments for the control of pensions poc-r law, education,

. technical and otherwise, and of all the other interests which 
affect the Irish worker. Proper organisation can sechremli 
these even under the alien system at present in e^^istence.

To my mind the whole system'of trades unionism, badly 
wants overhauling. Workers^ combinations have been mbrp 
conservative than the most -crusted Tory -aristocracy in its 
traditional exclusiveness. Close-borough trades even obtain 
to-day, debarring other than the blue-blooded.,from;‘entry ^ 
into particidar crafts, and the mediaeval system of apprem 
ticeship is held holy by tho se who fa'il to see that ""the men- 

; . tality or ability of one' individual would liiake him as pro
ficient iiTespective of time as another would fail to be even 
wutli the full term, of apprentiee-ship served. The present 
UTiber is entitled to go to a certain trade and earn according 
to his' ability -at any time he fancies, ■e'Ven though he knows 
nothing aboixt the business at the present moment. These ., 
absurdities should be put an end to and a boy-"-‘no matter 
what his father might her—'he entitled, by the ac^uisitlqfi of 
technical knowledge, to perfect himself, in the handicraft that 
gives best promise to his talents. ^ ’

To protect snch against 'unfair explditation 'should he 
the root idea of workers’ organisation. The standaidisation 
of the worl^AWcicl the craftsman, the combination eff each class 
of -cr^tsinan for self-advancement," and the union of all’ such 
combinatiqps for the control of output -and the -securing o£ t: _ 
th6 rightful *S“hare of Ibhe profit, or better still the seenring of 
a wage which will enable the dex)endents of the craftsman 
(and by craftsman I mean the man with the shovel -as well as 
the man with the plane) to be properly clothed and fed, 
should follow as a matter of course. cTfien, whilst waiting for 
the time when we may follow the example of Russia’s 
workers, we should centralise control of organisation in the 
local trades ■ councils who, and not . the isectional organisa-^ 
tions, should have the control of the strike weapon, 
these ^ again to be under contro-1 of district or provincial

• Councils which wouldi be in turn directly responsible ^ to- the,
• Trades Congress. The agricultural labourer is to: me as 

nmeh, a craftsm'^n -as t^ city man and should 1>e brought in, 
if only to protect him, against the self-seekers who exploit-him 
at present.' All -shquld he organised, each .unit t-o be -self- 
contained, but oo-ordinating and 'oo-oiperating with each

. other in such a manner as to be each a company o-r regiment 
in labours’ army of motal force, ready to insist that as the 
essence of good government is the greatest good for- the 
greatest number, tlxat the worker, 'being numencally entitled 
to'the greatest good .shall -and must secure such, not by the 
favour of king, capitalist^ or politician, but -as his right.

same moment.
Sometimes we have even seen ^ one section ordered back by 
their leaders whilst the strike is on. Moreover, how often 
is the boss- enabled to break a -strike because of the help 
given him by trade unionists who, whilst their sympathy is 
with the strike, must obey the order-of his oivn society and 
Work on.^ )Sureiy something rotten in the state of Benmark,

■ where this, occurs.
The remedy for Irish trades unionism therefore is 

control and imity of control. Irish conti'ol is necessary to 
build up Irish trades unionism'/tu its proper level, so that 
it „may be strong enough to assume its proper place in the 
nation when we follow the Bolshevik 4xample.. Surely to 
heaven, w© cannot be asking Henderson and .Wilson ‘to- per
mit xis to do this. Henderson has said, spe-aldng officially 
as chairman of the British liaboim Party, that Ireland’.s fate 
is to lie left in the hands of the capitalist Lloyd George Coib- 
ventxon, and we are yet awaiting a refutation from the Irish 
Labour Party. If they were at Nottingliam, they 'seemed to 

good boys and kept quiet.We have seen men 
- victimked in Cork and their comrades' having to await per

mission of their English leaders before taking action, -and 
we have seen what happened during the great Dublin strike, 
when tliose who since sold their own members as conscripts 
manoeuvred the withdrawal of Cross-Ohannel help. Irish 
coiiditions require separate consideration to those of England.
If that -consiaeration is to be through a Cross-Channel view 
it will be of necessity different from an Irisli view, I say 
Irish matters should be dealt with from an Irish view point in 
labour as in all other matters.- Irish capitalism is diff^erent 
from English, oapitaljam in that it is 'detached from the 
country,. English^ interests- make the Irish capitalists ape 
their trade and accept their control instead of seeldng direct 
■trade with other countries without -haying to g-end' through ' 
England, This mean spiritedness is. commensurate with their 
outlook as a >slave nation and reacts on them dealings with 
employees as they believe with the English capitalists that 
their business is to sweat as much profit as possible’out of 
their -workers. ^ They unite to be> all the more successM in 
tms and victimize all who oppo'se their -sway in the confidence 

, that the law is on their side and ewen immunity is theirs from 
condemnation by those who’ preach from the pulpits that 
boycotting is immoral when the workers ostracise a sw’edter.

The only hop© of the Irish worker is unity. In action and 
in demand the worker must 'act ae a unit. How is this to be 
brought about. The m^hinery is already here in tlie Irish 
'Labour Congress. This should control the Irish woikers als 

• one big trades vimon, making’ the oauee of the individual 
ihe ix^ncem of the multitude^ msistioig on fair 'WageSi and

: Irish

Where are we t _ Let the Labour Congresis call an . 
embargo on the fmids- of‘Irish trades unionist going abroad 
and it will be a good start. We must not .allow oHiers- to make 

‘ our agreempts for us. Least of all, audi as those who have 
been the willing tools of a capitalist .government, who have 
sold their trust even as Eedmbnd was unable to.,sell his, and 

. who deny to Ireland the right of self-determination which 
, they mve m their power to- give whilst hypocritically .demand:; 

.mg that Germany will give such to countries o-ver. which 
England has no eontro'L

must gel ready for freedom by learnin-g to 
stand without help. When are’ we going to begin?

Irish Trade tTiiaon-Congress is not a^H’ated io' the 
British Labour Tarty and therefore was not represented- 
at Nottingham^

Hi

t.!



IKISH OEINION 141 ■
policy of LibeTal' Party, with a pro- 
iaco by Visoount Grey of Falloden, but 
between them they add nothing k), bui* -> 
know.lcdgfi.The pamphlet k published 
by G, 'Allen and Unwin, Utd., London, 
at Is. The samo hopse pubU»dK'd Harold 
F. MoCormack’s Via Pacfs,'the produc
tion of a .aimple-mMed American, wdio 
expects the belligerents to p.laoe ilieir 
cards on ^ the tablo’ while the game 
going bn. = .

They hate a Special Appeal for Labonr.*’ 
Tins is what W. V. Ryan j writing m 
The Herald (London), says of John 
Mitchcl’s Letters to Ulster Protestants,-

AN ULSTERMAN FOR IRELAND.
Cap. 8vo, 60 pp, 3?rice One ShUUn^. 

The same lijaight be said of
HIJ N €3-fetR : ^ ““S S.

Price One Shilling, of all Bookseller,^.
' Wholesale from Kason’s, or Pobt paid

. L. 2d. from ,
THE CANDLE PRESS,

188 PATUGAE HOiD, OTBLIH, ‘

SAFE ANT) IBJEH. ^
Although the number of neiv insuranoe 

ventured rising in Ireland BUggosts that 
there may not be r<'x>ni for ail of them, 
wo feel that we can welcome the Hgw' . 
■Ireland Aswuranee-Society. * It is managed 
by an elective Gommittee responsible to 
the insured members, and in tlie cohi’' 
mittee we recognise iseveraf names that 
are a .guarant-OG.of earoful and scrupulous 
management. Although designed to cap-'

. tiirc Irish business for the mutual beneht 
.of Irish 'policyhoideTs, the New Irelahd^i 
iSociety is basing its tables of contribu-* 
tions and benefits on the ■experience of 

- the soiond&st Enriish Friendly Societies.

, The dispensary doctors are^ontemplak 
ing the formation of a union to= ohtaan 
redress for the injustices they suffer. ■ 
There are SlO -of them, and the sugges- - 
tion that they could not organise effec
tively with a less contribution than £1Q 
per annilm Is nonsense, but if there is 
not among them a isense of mutual loy
alty £100 a year would be too' little. A 
confei'ence of representative medicos 
from each county could settle the pro^ 
gramme of ref onus, 'make the necessary 
plans, and' fix the contribution accord
ingly, within the apace of -two Imurs.

. , KllP m TOUCH
Witt Modem Agricultural Econonrlcs by Reading,

THE; IMSe HiDMSSTEAll
‘Ij ■ 'A "Week!V Jouraal Foanded by 
SIB . HOBACii PLUNKETT, and

„ BDITBp-
Subscription lo/- a year, 5/- half year, Rost Free, 

Obtainable only from

" THS'miSH HOMESTIAU, LTD.,
18 '^outh Irederick Street, Hublm.

•Have ^ you yet tried the
NATIONAL LAUNDRY ■ CO. ?
If Jiot^ you •will he well advised tuHo so. 
Fostage Paid one way on Country ParceL

. NATIONAiTiAUNDRY 00.,
60 South Wiliiam Street, ■miBLIN,

Tssasf^

Belfast Isidepefiieflt Labour party
A POST CltO OiLY. . You cannot 

hold The follo'mng Meetings will be held on Sunday,. i7tb
lust.

Labour Hail, 77a Victoria Street.
S.0 p.nj.—Mr. T. Thom, Govan, Subject—^** Socialism 

.and War.’* -
7.0 pnn.—’Mr, A. Lytuij B.A. Suhject—“ Philosophy 

of Socialism.”
N rth Hall, Langley Street (o:S Xejmeat Street). 

7.30 p.2t.—-Mr. J. Thom, Govah. Subject—“The
Failure'of Capitalism.”

your
. 0'5rn in life’s battle if weak, 'worn, or easily jaded. At

tacks of moodiness, languor, depression, and groundless 
fears mean iierve troubles and lead to brain fag, im
paired memory, and unnts one for study, business or 

' pleasure. The chosen ones in every walk of life are the 
i alert, the bright, the intelligent, nature’s natural gift, 

but marred for Pek of a littie knowledge. .A post card 
to the Useful Knowledge Publishers, P.O. Bos 94, 
Bradford, will bring yo'u a book, neatly bound, of 
valuable information, post paid free of charge* if you 

mention “ Irish Opinion.”
A little knowledge saves much’medicine. WORKKSS OF IRELAND, DNITB.

*.[Copyright.

T
• THE ELECTRIC THEATRE, 

TALBOT STREET. 
Fis»st in Dublin

and •
Still tbe Best.

THE MARY -STREET 
PICTURE HOUSE , 
(The “Many-O-”) 

Star Pictures Always.
•Siaspsra

'PRlSOHEjRS Memories of Frongoch, Whke-^

held Jail, etc. (with Gamp and 
prison illustrations). Just pub
lished 1/6. By Post 1/8.

. A -Jnspking bong hy Countess 
lAarcievics (Dedicated 'lo the. 
I. C. A.) •with photos of James * 
Connolly and Bfichael Mallin. 
Complete with Music and Hano 
Score, i/i post free.

OF .BATTLE
HYMN, ' WAR.

THE ART Dublitt-

Fbbbuaby 16, 4918,

the “NATI.OWAi. LSBHAHY.” .

I.
Deaf Sii’j—As a I(>n.g-siiff'Griii.g studGut 

of the Aiigl-o-'Xrish literary vevival, may I,.. 
ih3.’ough tlio'mediimi of yoiip Jiu^spitable 
cohimns, ventilate .a grievaiicey which I 
share, I .'beUeve, iii common with oilier 
equally nnfoi'tnnate individuals-.^ . Wish
ing to consult the text of • a powerful 
and highly'succos'sftil dTama recently en- 
^ted'-^t the ‘‘Abbey,’’ I liied myself to 
an institution having its home in Ki-ldjire 
Street and commonly k’nowu as the “ Uni- 

' versity College Flirtation and Debating 
Society,” but officially described, I am 

■ inforraed, 'as the “National Library of 
Ireland.^ I filled out a form for ‘'MiTced. 
Marriage,” hy St. John G. Eiwine, and ' 

. had the isatisiaction of seeing it handed- 
to a small, sad-looking'boy. The small, 
sad-looking hoy vanished, and with'him, 
unfortunately, all my h.oj>GS‘ of seeing the 
volume;.for X waited-r-I shudder to think 
how long. To beguile the time, and may 
be deceive myself with false illusions, I 
entered into conversati-on ’with a- benign,

, spectacled -gentleman seated at the'^coun
ter, on the general -subject of library 
classification. The gentleman informed 

, me that books iix the “ National Library ’ ’ 
wem classified according to . ,an ultra- , 
scientifi-c development of the “Dewey 

, System.” My heart sank, bnt -still I 
yratted on. ' At last a search party was 
urganisai for the purpose .of rescuing the 
s-ad-facod' boy, from out ’ the nebnlots 
•mists of that Dewey-land, whence only 
the bravest, it appears, are-ever known 
to return. 1 oon’tiiiued to wait.• The 
voice of the benign, spectacled gentleman 
murmured near me io the Christopher 
Oolumbu-s in charge of the exploration 
party,Try Social Science, Sex lielations. 
Number 3461,” I fled. The boy, it is - 

. said, has never, returned. May the earth 
rest lightly on his bonesI -am, dear sir, 
yours rejcentantly

« -

' FBANKFNSTEIN.

A conitj)lete autho-idsed’ edition of the 
• writing -of .J-ames Fintan Lalo-r, with a 

Fi^eface by Arthur Growth, ’will shortly 
bo published. The volume will contain 
some personal letters hitherto unpub
lished, and many articles from the pages 
of the “ Iinsh Felo-n ” aiid the “ Nation,” 
•which have not previously appeared in 
book f-orrn. A biographical introduction 

' forms' part of the volume.
»•

The ispecial Bu^ian number of - The 
Socialist is packed with exclueive articles 
on the aims of , fh-e Bblsheviks—one by 
Lenm. The Resolution /and the Yaung 
Rebel for February -are -excellent numbWe, 
John B. Clarke’s .article on Giordano 
Bruno will not -oommen-d the foi*mer ''to 
Catho-lies. It may bo remem-bered, how- 
-ever, to the credit of Mr. CJarlre, -that., 
■when the ulkra-Bi’otesta'nts of Edinburgh 
raised a riot over the erection of a crucifix 
on the outer wall of-a -ohurch, he was 
foremoet iP defending the priests’ liberty' 
of action. .

Profesfsor Gilbert. Murr^ay has published 
^ statement of the war and after^ war

N
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Specialism in Linen Wash .a i-

.lElSH OPINION
I*.

LABOUR IN IRELAND. A

Send your Liaea to tlie
om: intention was to -&ecm'e a large liall in 
the centre of the city, but alas 1 the 
powers that-be demecl Tis eweaw■ Ia]^e lially 
■denied ns all the music halls anrhpicture, 
houses, .ix> th^t'we are compelled to split 

■ forces and hold meetings ip North .Hall 
and Gentra-I Hall; each Hall s capable of 

^■seating about 300 person Sr ...
We are’having a visit.next Sunday from ^ 

Mr, Thom, of Glasgow; Mr. Thom Was 
the hirst person on the Clyde to be pro- 

'secuted for resisting increase's of rent, 
and lie defended his own' case in a very 
able manner. Mr. A. .Lynn, K-A., is also 
advertised to speak in Central Hall at 
7 o^clock, p.m. “

At the present time we are trying to ’ 
collect illOO so that we may appoint a. 
•whole-time organiser for Belfast and sur
rounding districts.

^We caiTy qii a -Socualist Sunday School. 
We meet every ^Sunday, at 3 p.m., in the 
North Hall, and liave an average attend
ance of abop.t fifty children. 0.n last Sun
day ivo had a special address entitled, 
‘‘dames Connolly-r-'Martyr,’^ by Com- 
r^e Carson (not Sir Edward). I might , 
Isay the I.L.P. allow the'young people 
to control their,own affairs in the S.S. 

.School, and we do not impose the I.L.P. 
programme • on them, nor the S.P.I., pro
gramme eifher. They not only learn eco
nomics, but they learn the importance of 
character and gain a high conception of 

' life and Conduct which will -inake them 
Worthy citizens in the socialist common- . 
wealth. •
Portarimgton.

^ On Monday, 4th insi, a special Muni
tions Tribunal,, consisting of-Mr. Drury, 
E/.M.j.and two assessors, heaid six com
plaints .against Bussell Bros.,. saw mil- 
lers. In‘two cases the firm was coifyicted 
of ■contra'vention of the Munitions Aetsj 
The Court w^as adjourned to meet in Dub
lin on 18th. inst. It is believed the dis- 
yiute will be’ settled hy mediation and the 
prosecutions dropped. In any case', the 
CJnion has .been vindicated'.

Party.
It has been arranged to Ixold a series 

of lectures in the Council Cliamber of 
the "tedes Hall on Sundays at 8 p.m. 
Mr. P. Cbatok vdll be tim 'speaker on Sun
day, ITtli inst. ■ The ^cia-Msts of' Dub-' 
liii are urged to .enrol in the Party. We 
guarantee “ work, feu* all,^’ in Spreading 
the News. Tli© business meetings are. 
held in Boom.3, Liber-ty Hall, on iMdays 
a't 8.30 p.m. Comrades in the country 
may become members atolarge. Money 
is urgently needed so tliab the work tof 
organising a vigorous .campaign over all 
Ireland may be planned early ajid car
ried out in the summer., ■

Oourt Laundry^
HARC0URT ST., DUSlII.
We haW speeialised in fine finality Launder
ing Work and hold Silver Medal and 
Diploma. Pioneers of Profit Sharing in 
Ireland. We are users of Irish Materials^

i

Wexford Agency-—Miss Lewis, Selskar Sf.
—a——1—-it——--------------

McQuillan for^iooh 
McQuillan lor lazon

Mr.. Thomas Foran, I.T.W.U., presided 
oYcV a packed meeting in the Trades Hail 
Oil jBunday, when P. Coaxes, K. Peterson, 
W. Carpenter, and S- Arnold exiDoun-ded 
various pha.ses of Socialism. A lively dfs- 
C'ussion took 'place as to the precedence 
of political and so.ciaI revoiutibhs.. A 
good ’ colleetion was taken' and many 
pamphlets sold. Next Sunday P. -Coates 
wilMecture. -

" Litviniiiff’s Message to Russian and Irish 
^Soumlists in Dublin,

• “ Dear Comrade Bidiiey Arnold—Pleaso
accept my hearty thanks. for your most 

. eneouraging' ine.ssage, and permit me to 
exp>res.s my warm appreciation of the loy
alty* of our comrades in Ireland towaids 
our great movement in Kussia.

“Please convey to them mwfraternal 
greetings. AYitlx best wish^.—^Ypu s 
fraternally,

Most up-to-date Stocks in Ireland.
35/36 CAPEL ST., DUBLIN

N O WO RK E R
can afford to he TFithout

GIBSOL"f
It Curas Ciita, Scalds, Burns, and Handa 

GraoRed and Sore from Exposure
It Cures all Mnds of Skin Trouble, Ecjienia^ 

Ringworm, Piles, Wounds and Bruises.
It is ni'ade by Irisb. labour.

No other Ointment is as good,
Of all’ Oh-emidts, I/-! or ‘direct from tkd 

manufacturers,
J, GIBSON & CO.,

%'j

“ masSm litvinoff.
“ .Plenipotentiary .for Great Britain 

of the liussian Workers’ Bepublic.” ^ 1 %larA-■•'ll'ane,, DITBClN.
High-Class Tailoring;—Lay and Clerical 'Aerolirimtes, ^

Despite the late oulxjry about the with
holding of labour at the aei*odrom©s, it 
would seem that the managers don’t 
know what to do with the labour . they 
have. Lpg© numbers of men formeily 
engaged in agiicultural work are being 
dismissed .to help, to grow more food, Un- 
fottunabely no situations are provided' for 

\ them. Tliey must starve until the far
mers want them. The practicability of 
arranging • these transfers ’ of labour 
tlirough the ■expensive Labour Exchanges., 
has never been, tes'ted.

H. BOL^MIVO

64 MIDDLE ABBEY STPBET
' (Late Ihdd, Burns, Ltd.).

, ‘ Union L€ih9ur,
CASH FOR YOU,

Send Yonr Property to ‘
THE-

iE.r.rsITIOHALlSSDEilCI SOCIETY,
Head Office: 2 St. Andrew St., Dublin,

PAWNBROKERS JEWELLERS^
■ 48 CUFFS STREET, DUBLIH. , 

Highest Advanees on best terms an^ no 
delays. Strict Privacy. EstSblished 1838.

A purely Irisb and -First-Class Assurance SocieLv 
Invites applications for appointments froih 
msrmen able to infmence business’.
Prospentus and Ageacy terms on apppHcation.

Food.
The All-Ireland Fond Committee is get

ting into its -stiide. Finance is- sound and 
ine local forces are being carefully organ- 
L^ed. Circmlars are being sent this week 
to brandies of tire political, industrial, 
and co-operathe organisations affiliated.

energetic

The Irish if arisport & General Workers'Union
EFounded January, 1909.]

Head Office :—Lrterty Hall, Dufolin.

T ■ -worltOTs of this country
controlled, br Irisb ‘Workfare affairs managed and
so as to (secure tor all workers-in Ireland Piotramme-based on Irisb conditions,of employment, improyed bousiaef a Mete sborter hours, better conditions
V£e for all who labour. ® standard o vine, and a nllcr and »eer- -

i
Belfast I.L.F.

During tho sumnie.r months of 1917ith 
.Ueiiast I.L.B.'held forty or more open- 
air .-inoetings in order to propagate the 
priiimplos -of Swialism, At -all these 
meetings collections were taken up and 
literature sold, and we are now setting 
our house m ordei* in preparation for the 
summer of 1918. A Joint-Oomm-ittee of 

. til© two T.L.P. branches is responsible for 
the opn-air; matings. In November 
wt wheii ■w'o '&t5a«rto?J indoor mcetiB

6

If tbect ■ noIf tb©r§ IS no Branch in your di-strict, writo to;—
Thomas FDRAH, Ilaneral President, LibertySS3 i

Eaih DnbliJDb
r
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TO BOOKS'l^iLiSS AID 
HlWSAGEMTa.

i ■

PUSH THE SALES. Ill III WAV
A - moiTHLY -JOURHAL POE ' 

i-lISH RAILWAYMEN
A

iiDRFOSEFDL 
iUSHFUL 

,„iDNCHFUL . 
i OWERFUL 

RAOTSCAI,

fi'S
*9 « 
«» «

* «
'^Irislx Opinion” is making progress* 

We bare had to meet'snspicion and even 
- a partial boycott/hut the class loyalty 
• of Irish Tvbr&ems has-sustained the paper 

since its rerif al as a I/abour weekly. But 
’ the grow’th of our circulation is ham- , 

pereh. We cannot issue-posters. Our 
capital is small. But for the voluntary, 
'vvork of our contributors -v^e'oould not 
appear lat all ^

At this office W3 believe a Labour paper 
ought 'bo have sneh -a 'circulation even in 
war-time that, without ^a single advertiser 
juent, it WTuld pay its b-wn way on salea.

The German Working-Class Press used 
to contribute large sutns oxit of profits to 
the Sbcial Democratic ■Pai't^" and Tx'ade 
ITnions. That is the position we v;ant 
“Irish Opinion.” to. attain.. We are as_, 
yet far off. - ^

\¥e call upon our comrades in the Trade, 
.Pnions to bring'before tiieii* branches "bhe 
questio-n of organising-, the isale of Irish 
Opinion.” Vv^e xvant more readers, and ‘ 

want them becanse'^ xvo 'w-ish'to build 
up the vigour and intelligence of the 
Labour movement, - ^

You can help us by asfe3«.g your new'S- 
agent to display ^ Irish Opinion ” t hy 
undertaking to bring orders to the agent 
from your woi-kmates^

Arthur AIoManus has said that, hun
dreds of copies of -the ‘‘^ Socialist ” are 
sold every,month in the Olyde wmikshops. 
W^y not introduce “ Irish* Opinion ”, to 

; ydur workshop ? If your own newsagent
cannot arrange to Supply you, write to

« 4i

. >
TWO PIGK SEtLEB. 1

i"

THE NEW EVANGEL. Connolly’*
Message ^ of Hope and Freedom. 
Payes, Tinted Vv^rapper, with Portrait 
of Autlior, (Now Ready.) B-etail

20

Sample Copy, post free 2|d.

CONNOLLY’S S.ONO S.'
Legacy and Songs,of Freedom,” 
eluding “The Watchword of Labour, ’ 
“The Call of Erin,P “The Eebdl •'^ong,” 
etc, 26 Pages in Art Wrapper, yith 
'Portrait. Limitsd Edition to, sell at 

Sd, (Ready Shortly.) Trade Orders 
being booked now. >
Sample Copy, post free 3|d.' -

PAPER'
“The MONTHLY.

Yearly Subscriptian 3/6 post Free* •2
, •.

F,- W. GSOSSI.E-Sr POBLISBIKQ CO., 1.44,, 
28 Soutli FteSericK Street, Dublin,

For sTwytlilBg 
in iiie T-yps- . 
irileranaBip- 
licatbr lino.

*r.%immmW0
Order through "Wholesale or from

IRISH-.LABOUR PRESS, i:V,

27 DAWSOr STREET, EFBLIN. SffSi.FOLEY’S-

aSBACHELOB’S 
■ WALK. -

Wear tke ** I.¥.’* Skirt,/
And Support Home Industry.

\

Wholemle only from
Th® “CbnnolJy ” Memdpia!

'■ W'OPkFooms,
31 ' EDEH ^dAY, .0BBLIH.

BYRME’S STORES
FORUS.

You oan dli'stribute specimen copies to 
your friends, at Branch meetings^—every
where. We send specimen copies any-’ 
where carriage paid. Ask fOr a -bundle.

Let us have a Big Push for Labour. 
Tlie people’s Press will bring the people’s 
Freedom. Boom ^ ‘ Irish. ,0 pinion ’ ’—and 
tell ns what Yon doing.

. JOBEPH AIcDOHNELL,
Manager,

P.S.*—To I.L.P. a,nd'’S.P.I. branches—- 
’Huff sed.

TOOLS, BA MBS, PBNKNIYES, Mh.
•.A.

Top Qualities.' Lowest Frlces.

Nos. -60 & ,53 Talbot Street..cssxa

FBllGH ABMIT . .BOOTS.yo
, ii250s, 7 to IB.

I6/irpenpair 5 worth 30/-

*
IPHILIP. SHANAHAN,.

. pafiflly <'C3f©G@r
134 Foley Street ^

f
How Felfuw'-Wc^rke'rs. ar^ HQipspg*

One comrade in a small Alidland town- 
gnts a parcel every week. He loses 

2d. Weekly.
liimerick is 6 dosen up. '
Alba takes 12 dozen more hhis week 

and Sasana 9-dozen.
Sligo Trade Unionists employ a boy to 

sell the paper* He pockets the profits.
■ The Western Trode Union branches are 
faithful backers.

«Some Dublin newsboys have done well 
out of “ Iri.sh 

Belfast is the

...SMALL PROFIT BOQTJTORl,
. 78 Talbot St., D|iWm.

(Off Talbot Street),

Telegram's : “ Watt, Dublin, Telephone ’4268 Dahlin,

8E0»GE.WA'fT, Ltd.,’
Bngineers an& Millwrights,

SOHO WORKS,
BRIDGEFOOT ST.,. DUBLIl.

J. T.-'LEHiASS
OUTPSTTBH,

2 aM S Oapel Street, Dhfellni
Opinion,” we haven’t, 
i Black vSpot. .

Derry sales are; up—-but are not what 
'they ‘ should be in such a strong Trade 
X^nion centre.

One polite Derry man calls ‘‘Irish 
Opinion ” “ a b——’ Binn Fein rag*” An
other _ says it is “ the organ 'of the Bed- 
iuondites*”’ .If they' pay their money they 
are entitled to their ” Opinions,”

Comrade Joe Metcalfe keeps a bundle 
on the counter at 31 Eden Quay* Other j.. 
Trade XJmoh oMk^s ■ jdease copyo

CMC99

Made Emmlr fo? foipt^eN.,
GBESB IP.1SH tIBEH SHIRTS®

(With of without Ooliars)
' GEBEH soft collars - 8d. each. 

UHEEE SOFT FRONTS M, each.
Tba' iteButoHeaB OiitBtteM 

. WAtOHs
94 Tar^l street Dsthlm*

'Fhone 4150.- Bst. 186S.

J. C» KEAKMEY, 6/6. .

Tobacconist asnici Up-to-date Newsa^oeit,

Daboar and Irish Ireland Literature a 
SpeeiaBty.

■ ■ m apPBB' STEPWEH STBSEL

m
m



■s

The Great
'Auk (Page,136) ' ’ "See ' Page ' MS

A WEEKLY JOURSAt OF, WgU^RIAL 
' and POUTidAt DEMOCRACY
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'The Irish-Labour Party- 6? the^MiMte-'Classe^
' By' P. COATES.i

could never have readied tk€ir }>rese2it streiigtli'.. In Ger
many—^vdiieh possessed -the best p-olitically and 'indTistriaily 
organised working class 'in the worW—gresit stress was laid 
by the leaders on, the importance of a good working-class

• literature, also of an .efficient press. (-The Gemn'an inovemeht
had 110 LaJmur dailies p:rior to the outbreak- of tlie War,)’' 
That literature was largely, penned by ihiddle-class members • 
of the party, and the ,■journalistic horce behind the 
largely . consisted of .middie-olass adherents.- .* ’

We want i..a similar litsratnr'eIreland, badly want-it,*’ , 
yet the constitution of the Labour Party excludes many who'

• couid help us in - the necessary researoli and joumalistic 
■work. On what grounds are-those people to be.shut out? *
Are some of our membei's afraid tliat,,middle-class adherents 
wnuid use the movement to get political careers for them
selves, and side-track or betray it .'vvlien it -Would) suitAheir

,own purposes. Well, any man, either from the -working or 
middle class,- may. join the'movement -with sifeh intentions,, 
that danger is in "the nature^ of things, it cannot he wholly 
'avoided, it can and will.be minimised as the education of tbo 
rank and fileT^ogresses.j . ■ ' .

True, many miadle-class EngUsh-Socialmts, dmniag the war,' 
such as Hyndman,' Bax, Gunnihgham-Granam, etc,, have 
out-jin.goed the Jingoesj nave, from -their armchairs,- been, as 

^ callous and inhuman -as the most brutal militarists, hut- the 
same applies to some English -trade union leaders, sueh as 
Hodge, .Itoberts^^vBarnes,. Thorne, .etc.' pn.. the ..other handf 
middie-class Englisfi Socialists, like Bhowden, Ma^onaid; 
etc.., have remained faithfully to the piiiieiples w’luch they , '
preached in peace’; times, and the same"can fe said- of many 
English trade union officios, like Smiili®, Robert Williams, 
etc. .Tf it is urged that'middle-class p^ple‘have'more often 
betrayed -the workers than men who have come from the ranks 
of the toilers, it is for those who .Maintain that view ^to let 
ns ha-ye ■,their faef’s. Burely ^,.if, there was .'any ‘ weight •' in tiie' 
con-fcention, the movement'in 'those countries where it has 
oimned its ranks to middle-class people woidd.long .ago,,have 
expelled them, and, so-fhr aa I know,- such d proposal has no| 
even been discussed. - . •

• I sincerely hope 'that, the parity, will devise spme-means.vpf 
enrolling " member# -of all classes who ehdorRe its ^ hfrn s hfid . 
tacticSo - . V : . ■ • '

^ B, W.,”. n Irish'Opaiiion ” of J'am-ia.ry l&tli, drew
sitiention to a .seriou delect in the constitution of Elsh 
laliour Party, xik,, the exclusion from membership ot ail 
Inii trade unionist-^, lu was fitting that that defect shoiiki 
have been pointed out by one who is apparently willing jmn 

help, bub precluded from doing so by the constifcu-eager 'co
it is difficult "to believe that the framers of the constitution 

wish to shut out those members of the middle-class wno are 
(leslrouvs of assisting the party in the dierculean tasks- in 
ftont of it. If that is the intention of those responsible for 
drafting the constitution, X hope the rank and file -vill insist 
cm the matter being reconsidered. ■ ^
’ We are all agreed that the party is, and\^ust be, essen- 

^ tially a party »of the w'orking class; that its aini are, and • 
must be, the betterment and ultimate economio and social 
emancipation of the toi-iing masses of Ireland; that unto no- 
conceivable curcumstances-can we allow it to be diverted'from
these aims; ' , ' ' i-i x

I readily admit that any middle class person who, whilst
not endoi'sing our objectives, yet Joined our ranks, would 
a danger to tlie'party, and, as siioli, .shpuld be rigorcnisly 
excluded. But, why'exclude thos^ who -do subscribe to both 
our objecti-^ps and tactics', and are willing to work, a.s conn, 
fades, for their attainment? ^ Even the most sanguine \ 
amon^'st us will, .1 presume, admit t'ha.t the realisation of our^^

■ ultimate ideals will req-liiT© years of persistent educationM 
.work. Then why debar hny who -arp honestly keen on help- 

’ ing? Tliere j.s no country'in Euro'pe where the political 
biianisation of the workers is as backward as in Ireland, and^

• none In which the movement is confined solely ‘to‘ trade”
unionists’. ■ • ^ n P- ' ,1 , • •

Throughont the whole Continent, and for that matter in 
every' country on the planet w^ere a poli-tical-labonr-nfove- i 
ment exists,‘'it’embraces,. within its ranks members pf all 
classes, wlio a,re in agreement with its ahns and tactics, aiid 
who-accept its discipline. Then, -uffiy sliould we .in Jr eland 
say: “We don’t want ^mur aid.’^ ' . ^ x ^

In this cQuniry, apar-k from the writings of James Con
nolly, the movement has got -scarcely any literature, whilst 
on the Oontinent it Uiosscs'ses. a. magnificent literature, iscien- 

■ tific and scholaflv, Without which -the" Labour parties there

* s

r WORKERS! Soeialist Party of Ireland
CtntiAnti Ac-c UA beipcAii'n.

(Foimdod by liamcs Connoiiya)
Objeets .

An, industrial Coiamonwealth based lipon; 
coTnmon oymersliip of ihe- land and instm- 
ments of production, distribution, and ex
change, with complete political and socdal 
•eQuality'bet-ween the'sexes. ‘ ‘ . • . ■. , .t - i '

By I Funds are Urgently Needed to ^rbpagato 
' I ■ • • • ; Soelattaint.. ■

BREAD AND' GROCERIES
» ..Jill mill' I iiiii ,1111 . rnl !..■N-| ,111 11 1 : i.■■

*

.EDUCATE II
FOK THP workers

At he Lowest Possible; Cost,
'—can only be secured by—■

OO-OPERATION in their purchase*

“FEEEDOM’S ROAD FOR IRBH 
WORKERS.’’—By Ronald.

“ A PUEA'EOR SOCIAL BMANCTPA- 
TION IN IRELAND.”—By .Rose 

... MKennA. " . ..
' SOCIALISM MADE • EASY.”' 

James Connolly.

®aclii,J post *''* '

s

Call at any of our Branches And 
test us for Quality and Value.

IPlSTRiAl C@-9PE8ATIVE SOCIETY 
(smiN), LTB., :

i7 Annesicy ,Bridge Rd., 132 Thomas
32 Drutneondra Rd., 19 Bath St. ^

62 Sitric Roid.

' ........ . ■
’Statement of Principles dra'whup by James 

Connolly', and Particurars of Mexabersbi? 
^ ^ ■ ! Will be sent on application to ■

CHRISTIB.S” LABOUR- .toe seciiet..?.-r¥, ■ s.p.i , '
ARRAM -trsiT . Room

piiyFj , I •/ .ilB.SRTY'BALM TORUUk"' ■■
f

■ 4

Seriated for tJm “ixish Labour Pros@/^ 87 Lawson BU, by Messrs. Oahill & Co., Ltd. Ormond Quay^ Lublin. Eegisterad i A HewB»ap<i»'
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